ST MALACHY, B. C.                        [Nov. 3

disciples, retired into Munster, and there, with the assistance of King
Cormac, built the monastery of Ibrac, which some suppose to have been
near Cork, others in the isle of Beg-erin, where St Imar formerly resided.
Whilst eur saint governed this holy family in the strictest monastic dis-
cipline, humbling himself even to the meanest offices of the community,
and, in point of holy poverty and penance, going beyond all his brethren,
the Archbishop Celsus was taken with that illness of which he died.
In his infirmity, he appointed St Malachy to be his successor, conjuring
all persons concerned, in the name of St Patrick, the founder of that see,
to concur to that promotion, and oppose the intrusion of any other person.
This he not only most earnestly declared by word of mouth, but also
recommended by letters to persons of the greatest interest and power in
the country, particularly to the two kings of Upper and Lower Munster.
This he did out of a zealous desire to abolish a most scandalous abuse
which had been the source of all other disorders in the churches of Ireland.
For two hundred years past the family out of which Celsus had been
assumed, and which was the most powerful in the country, had, during
fifteen generations, usurped the archbishopric as an inheritance, insomuch
that when there was no clergyman of their kindred they intruded some
married man and layman of their family who, without any holy orders,
had the administration and enjoyed the revenues of that see, and even
exercised a despotical tyranny over the other bishops of the island.   Not-
withstanding the precaution taken by Celsus, who was a good man, after
his death, though Malachy was canonically elected, pursuant to his desire,
Maurice, one of the above-mentioned family, got possession.    Malachy
declined the promotion, and alleged the dangers of a tumult and bloodshed.
Thus three years passed till Malchus, Bishop of Lismore, and Gillebert,
Bishop of Limerick> who was the pope's legate in Ireland, assembled the
bishops and great men of the island, and threatened Malachy with ex-
communication if he refused to accept the archbishopric.    Hereupon he
submitted, but said," You drag me to death.   I obey in hopes of martyrdom;
but on this condition, that if the business succeed according to your desires,
when all things are settled you shall permit me to return to my former
spouse and my beloved poverty/*    They promised he should have the
liberty so to do, and he took upon him that charge and exercised his functions
with great zeal through the whole province, except in the city of Armagh,
which he did not enter for fear of bloodshed, so long as Maurice lived,
which was two years more.

At the end of five years, after the demise of Celsus, Maurice died and,
to complete his iniquities and increase his damnation, named his kinsman
Nigellus for his successor. But King Cormac and the bishops resolved to
instal St Malachy in that see, and he was acknowledged the only lawful
metropolitan in the year 1133, the thirty-eighth of his age. Nigellus was